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QUARTERLY FEDERAL AID PERFORMANCE REPORT
Mallard Investigations W-130-R-4
Stephen P. Havera - Illinois Natural History Survey, Havana
1 July through 30 September 2000
STUDY I: NESTING BIOLOGY OF MALLARDS IN ILLINOIS
JOB NO. I.1. Nesting History and Reproductive Success of Mallards in Illinois
JOB NO. 1.2. Mallard Use of Cylindrical Artificial Nest Structures
At the beginning of segment 4, fieldwork to complete segment 3 was still ongoing. Radio-
marked female mallards (Anasplatyrhyncos) at the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of
Greater Chicago (MSD) were monitored until 7 August when all nesting and brood-rearing
activities had ceased. Field procedures for this segment followed those described by Hine et al.
(1998) and Yetter et al. (1999)
Following the field season, data from segments 1-3 of this study were analyzed and
compiled (Yetter et al. 2000). In addition, banding schedules were prepared and reported to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bird Banding Laboratory in Laurel, Maryland, and plans were
developed to construct a new live decoy holding facility at Forbes Biological Station.
For Job No. 1.2, pertinent literature on waterfowl nesting biology, radio telemetry, and
artificial nesting structures was collected and reviewed. Methodologies for placement of artificial
nest structures have been discussed, and potential sites for nest structures are being identified at
MSD.
TriCounty Ducks and Geese Forever, Inc., a private sportsmen's organization, contributed
funding to purchase 50 cylindrical nesting structures (Hen HouseT , Dakota Nesting Structures
Inc., Valley City, ND) and mounting posts (Fig. 1). The cylinders are 15 inches in diameter and 3
feet in length and constructed of 1 in x 2 in rolled welded wire mesh with flax straw incorporated
into the mesh. Nesting structures will be mounted on 3 in x 10 ft metal sign posts. All nesting
structures and posts were purchased and delivered to Forbes Biological Station. The Hen
HousesT will be erected at the MSD study area during winter 2000-2001.
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1" x 8" pine board 1/4" x 1 1/2" x 20" mounting bracket
S__3" x 10' metal sign post
Figure 1. Cylindrical artificial nest structure (Hen HouseTM) and support post to be used
at the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, 2001-2003
(Modified from Grondahl and Dockter, no date).
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